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The Secret A gent
Experience

For $14 a Pop,
Museum Offers Tourists
A Chance to Save the World

By Joun Maynarn 5
Washingion Post Staff Writer 5@ 7

In the land of the free museum, the organizers of
the city’s newest exhibit are betting you'll pay to role-

play.

Today the International Spy Museum debuts “Op-
eration Spy,” an inferactive experience in which par-
ticipants get to pretend they’re spies for the U.S. gov-
emment, traveling through and under the back
streets of a fictitious city, trying to find a missing nu-
clear device,

“Operation Spy” is also one of the city's costlier
museum experiences. Tickets to the museum itself
are $16, but if you want to do the “Operation Spy” ex-
hibit, too, you'll pay eight more bucks.

Or put another way: For $24, you can pretend
you're on TV's “24."

“We perceive the additional $8 fee for ‘Operation
Spy’ to be a great value for the hour-long experience,”
museum spokeswoman Amanda Abrell said. (Tickets
for admission only to *Operation Spy™ are $14.)

The privately owned Spy Museum, run by the for-
profit, Cleveland-based Malrite Co., is Washington's
most expensive museum. The Smithonian museums
and the National Gallery of Art are free; mu-
seums that charge an admission, the Phillips Collec-
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Y ANDREA BRUCT — TRl WASHING| O PDST

th“ﬂpuﬂhnﬁw"ltthhtmﬂhmlm_
Hmmﬁumtnhﬂnm
mmmmmmm



Play Spy for

An Hour

(And $14)

SPY MUSEUM, From C1 C
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During the one-hour virtual-world “mis-
sion,” museum-goers get to maneuver hid-
den cameras and fiddle with recording de-
vices, Visitors are on their feet nearly that
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opens today. To enter Operation Spy, it costs §14.
The combined adult admission is $24. That's the highest
musewm fee in town, and one of the highest in the country.
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“Operation Spy” has its share of effects,

but a promotional video rutining on the muy-
seum’s Web site might oversell the experience with its
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except you are in it."

Earnest also boasted: “It's sort of what it feels like to
hein'E-i,"rEfﬂﬁugm Fox's hit show,

Sort of, perhaps, but don't expect to extract any con-
fessions from bad guys torture or to defuse a
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Earnest said the exhibit's story line is “loosely
based” on the reaklife case of A.Q). Khan, a prominent
Pakistani nuclear scientist who in 2004 confessed to
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(played by Janet Hubert-Whitten, who played the
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Although this is a ta segment, our reallife team
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lieve it’s a live conversation.

Visitors learn the particulars nfthemae——ﬂu'tjaﬁ
clear trigger device has gone missing, say, an
there's a strong suspicion that the country’s energy di-
rector is involved. There’s also an on-5Teen secret
agent, whom we see in video clips, who has infiltrated
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the government.
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