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Everyone’s a secret agent
at the museum of espionage







5py vs. S5py: An operative (above left) waits for contact from her handler at the bus depot in Khandar City du ring the Spy Museum's new immersive

experience Operation Spy. Field agents (above right) test their spy aptitude on a miss

onto the black market. Can they crack the safe in time? What would Jack Bauer do?

As the afternoon sun radiates peak heat,
aur seven-member intelligence team arrives
at a bus depot in the remate, strife-ridden
ountry of Khandar. A nuclear trigeering
device has fallen onto the black market Qur
mission: retrieve the gizmo and discover
who's behind the theft and imminent sale
The aroma of exotic spices wafts through
the marketplace. We meet our contact, a
hunky Brit with a shaved head and thick
accent. The man identifi
the station aperations manager, and leads us
down a narrow cobhblest street to a hid
aen command cenber

s himself as "Greg,"

The scenario seems real given such recent
Events as the polonium-210 poisoning of
Alexander Litvinenko and the lingering threa
of suitcase nukes. But Khandar is fictional
Our team of friendly Gen X and Gen Y vol-
unteers: twa journalists, a publicist lawyer,
accountant, entrepreneur and technologist,
has turned up to play Operation Spy, the
ultimate spook game. This new interactive
experience at the International Spy Museum

that™ The evoked emotions seem so authen
tic that the 36-year CIA veteran belie
that the nation's intelligence agencies should
send new recruits through the simulation

"The exhibit takes museum going to a
new level,” insists Maltz, chairman of The
Malrite Company that also founded Cleve-
land’s Rock and Rall Hall of Fame. The exhib-
it's launch marks the filth ar niversary of the
urigue D.C. museum, which has excesded
attendance projections by drawing 3.5 mil
han visitors to a cluster of historic buildings
on the carner of F and 8th streets N {Oine
of its buildings served as the headguarters
tor the lecal branch of the U.S. Communist
party in the 1940s.)

The International Spy Museum has earned
a reputation for its hands-an approach. Cur
rent attractions include its high-tech “School
for Spies” which tests visitars' aptitudes
in basic skills: observation concealment
risk assessment and threat response, The

ion to recover a missing nuclear triggering device that has fallen
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i Uperation Spy. A “rat” scurries through a
nearby pipe as we attempt to bresk into the
office of Khandar's director of energy Greg
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© museum and its more than 1,280 spy objects and finally locks on the pass code
allows visitors to “think, feel and act” like have bolstered Penn Quarter cachet "Now
= field agents. "Guests will discover what it's It's jumping on 7th Street,” Earnest says "We're in," says team member By rant
like to live in the world of espionage,” says locks like a mini-Broadway Welch, a newly minted lawver We find o
v museum founder Milton Maltz, who war ked selves in a lavish office with Middle Eastern
3 at the MNational Security Agency during the Once our team’s inside the secret station tapestries and real cigars an the antique
Korean War. “They get to test their skills in a8  the Khandar City intelligence chief warns via desk, Next assignment: crack the director's
3 hostile environment satellite uplink: “Don't screw up!”” After all safe, and search for more it lligence data
- the fate of the world rests an gur shoulders, Will we secure the trigeer before the di
Spying involves a lot of grunt work, says she reminds us. The spy den replete with tor returns to his office? Time is run; ing out
museum executive director Peter Earnest surveillance maonitors, cool padeetry and
: “but there are moments when events ara assorted blueprints and intelligence trees lackpat! The safe opens. But the sound of
iking and cause your heart to pound Teels like a real hideout where 24' Jack lootsteps grows louder down the hal way
This new experience Captures a mament like Bauer might plot a mission, Whaem should Mow what? We must make a run for it Chur
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Covert agents penetrate a secure
compound in hostile territory.
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